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Pastor’s Column

Sunday, April 5 is Easter. But in the calendar of the church year, Easter is not
just a day; it's a season we call "Eastertide.” And yet, in terms of how it impacts our
hearts and lives, Easter is not a day or a season: it's a lifestyle. A lifestyle.

Easter invites us to be raised to new life each and every day. Every day we can
choose to live as Easter people. And this affects every aspect of our lives: our
relationships with friends and family members as well as with complete strangers (think:
the person standing in line at the grocery store, the other driver on the highway), the
choices we make with our money and our time, the way we respond to injustice and
suffering. Do we forgive? Do we give ourselves away? Will we take risks? Do we
judge others? Do we put our needs and desires first? Do we make space for God in
our day or week?

While the Resurrection happened to Jesus, it is also supposed to happen to us--
and we don't have to wait until we die for it to occur! You know that old saying: "Today
is the first day of the rest of your life." Well, Easter is the first day of the rest of your life.
And every morning is Easter morning from now on!

Blessings,
Tracy



WORSHIP COLUMN ~ April 2015

April 5 Resurrection of the Lord/Easter
8:00 am Worship Service with Communion
9:00 - 10:30 an Easter Breakfast in Holzwarth Room

11:00 am Worship Service with Communion

Lectionary: Acts 10:34-43 or Isa. 25:6-9; Ps. 118:1-2, 14-24;
1 Cor. 15:1-11 or Acts10:34-43; John 20:1-18 or Mark 16:1-8

April 12" 2"% Sunday of Easter
9:00 am Worship Service
9:30 am Deacons Meeting

10:00 am Education Hour

11:00 am Worship Service

Lectionary: Acts 4:32-35; Ps. 133; 1 John 1:1-2:2
John 20:19-31

April 19" 3" Sunday of Easter
9:00 am Worship Service

10:00 am Education Hour

11:00 am Worship Service

Lectionary: Acts 3:12-19; Ps 4; 1 John 3:1-7
Luke 24:36b-48

April 26™ 4™ Sunday of Easter
9:00 am Worship Service

10:00 am Education Hour

11:00 am Worship Service

Lectionary: Acts 4:5-12; Ps 23; 1 John 3:16-24
John 10:11-18

Please don’t forget about our Hearts for the Homeless “DONATE
YOUR SOLE” program. Drop off gently used shoes, boots,
slippers and sneakers to the box in the Narthex of the Church.
Your donations makes a difference in the lives of men, women
and children. Your generosity is always appreciated. Thank you!!!




Our Member’s April Birthdays
Mikaela Maddock

3 Marlene Kilga
4 Lee Ann Grace
4 John Ward
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Dawn Appleton

Hazel Moodie

Andrew Kline
15 Desmond Chia

18  Priscilla Kim ©(D ‘/ Iy
18 Jean Decker G

18 Michael Townsend Hap‘
21 John Novak QO
23 Gladys Gifford ;
24 Meg Cheman B'Irt’t‘ y
26 Olivia Smith
28 Jerilyn Hickey

Our Youth’s April Birthdays
13 John Lopinski, Jr.
22 Henna Shirazi
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Bible Study ~ Intergenerational-International with Rev. Stuart Buisch

April dates are the 8" and the 22", In May there is a class on Wednesday, the 6.

Saturday Game Night In May

Hi everyone! Come on out for another Saturday Game Night on May 9" at 6:00
pm. We'll start the evening with pizza and pop and then play all the favorites that
people bring in. We are inviting Kenmore Presbyterian youth also, so come out
and make some new friends. All ages are invited. We will need a head count so
see Amy Erickson if interested. (876-6874)



FOOD PANTRY BY THE NUMBERS

These numbers only tell part of the story of this important and meaningful ministry. It is the
people behind the numbers, those who receive this food and offer us their thanks and their
blessings, and this congregation who provide such generous support, both in time and in
donations, that are the essence and the real story that these numbers represent. Our thanks to
all of you.

February

Infants 0

Children 53
Adults 122
Elderly 43
Total 218
Households 121
Equivalent Meals 1962

Please Help Us Recruit New Volunteers — New Pantry Volunteers are always

welcomel

But right now we are in great need of more folks.

Can you give us an afternoon a month?

Do you know someone who might like to join us?

Come and bring a friend along.
Ask a neighbor.
Post a flyer at work or at your library.

When would | work?

On a Tuesday or Thursday from 11:30am to 4:00pm.

One afternoon a month (or as many as you wish).

What would | do?
You would work with 3 or 4 other volunteers.
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You might guide a client through our "store" to help them choose their groceries.

You might greet and “check in” our clients.

You might help to stock shelves.

If you and a friend would like to work together, we can schedule that for you.

You will feel good about the time you spend with us, helping our neighbors.




Adult Education

On April 12" and 19™ you are invited on a unique pilgrimage of the senses through the
Holy Land. You'll go back in time to Jonah’s Joppa; you'll taste a meal with Abraham,
and stand with young David against Goliath.

As you walk through a ‘dry and thirsty land’, along ancient pagan streets and Herod’s
playground, you’ll discover a new land of ‘milk and honey’: patterns and contrasts of
God’s Word connecting the Old and New Testament - and our world today. Prophets
will cry out, a long-awaited baby will be born, and promises will be fulfilled.

We'll follow Christ’'s footsteps through His miracles, parables, and terrible final hours.
Visit the land of ancient and present Israel, a land unlike any other where many still
refer to the ‘Man who walked on water.” Open the Bible in a new, exciting way as you
join Lidia Vieira to travel across time and place to the ‘shalom’ of God’s love for you.

On Sunday, April 26 at the 10 am Adult Education class we will have as our guest
speaker the director of the Family Justice Center, Mary Murphy. Mary use to be on
Channel 7 news, and then was elected mayor of Orchard Park before becoming the
director of the center. She is an excellent speaker and is very passionate about the
services provided by the Family Justice Center. The center is a one stop resource
referral for people who are in abusive relationships struggling to leave their spouse.
There they are able to find out everything they will need to know from family court
requirements to counseling needs.

A Special Message from Tom Somerville

One out of two men and one out of three women will hear the words YOU HAVE
CANCER in their lifetime. Wouldn't it be nice if no one ever heard those words?
Tom Somerville will be riding in the “Ride for Roswell”, June 26th to do his part. He
is asking members of UPC to help him out. No one person can do it alone. Beating
cancer is a team effort. Tom is asking for your donations. He will be supplying the
goodies in the Holzwarth Room during the coffee hour after the April 19th service.
Tom will have atable set up that day in the Holzwarth Room. If you can't make
church that day, you may make a donation on the RIDE FOR ROSWELL web site.
Simply make a donation on his personal fund raising page using "Thomas".

Hope to see you on April19th.

Thanks, Tom S.




From your Ministry to Community Committee

UPC is proud to be a member of NY Interfaith Power and Light.
Founded in 1998 Interfaith Power and Light’s mission “is to be faithful
stewards of Creation by responding to global warming through the
promotion of energy conservation, energy efficiency, and renewable
energy”.

It’s true that:

Our planet is warming. The past decade was the hottest ever recorded for the US and
the world. Human activity, especially the burning of fossil fuels, is the primary cause of
global warming.

Extreme weather has increased in severity and frequency. The impacts range from
disruptions in ecosystems and agriculture to destruction of infrastructure.

As people of faith we are called to care for Creation.

We have an opportunity to join with other IPL faith communities to answer God’s
call.
1. Send postcards to our senators asking them to support the EPA’s Carbon
Pollution Standards for New and Existing Power Plants.

2. Participate in the 2015 UN Climate Change Conference in Paris by signing
and returning the Paris Pledge Card. Join with others in promising to
reduce our individual carbon pollution.

We will provide postcards and pledge cards on Sunday April 19 for you to sign
and return as a group.

For more information:

www. Interfaithpowerandlight.org
www.globalchange.gov
www?2.epa.gov/carbon-pollution-standards
www.presbyearthcare.org
www.creationjustice.org


http://www.interfaithpowerandlight.org/
http://www.globalchange.gov/
http://www.presbyearthcare.org/
http://www.creationjustice.org/

History of the Basketball Program at University Presbyterian Church
(Buffalo, NY)

1982 - 2015

In 1981, my wife (Diane Cookfair) and | moved back to Buffalo. Around the end of the year, |
started looking for a place to regularly play basketball, a passion I've had since | was about 13
years old. | distinctly recall my mother-in-law, Joan, telling me | might be able to rent the gym
at UPC but “there was something wrong with the baskets”. When | visited, | saw that the
‘problem’ was that the gym was half-sized and the rims were exactly 1 foot lower than the
regulation 10 feet. This meant that many good athletes could dunk. My last dunk was on my
40" birthday — | doubt | could touch the rim now and won’t even try...

After speaking with Rev. Lew Brown, | worked out an arrangement that works to this day.
Starting in November 1982, | collect money from the players for use of the gym, pay for
cleaning supplies and incidentals, and wash the floor before each session.

From the very beginning, because we were playing in a church and because | wanted everyone

to get a great work-out, | came up with my own unique set of rules:

1. Only 15 players, counting me, could play (this first-come/first-served approach
guaranteed everyone would get to the gym on time).
2. The 3 teams would consist of 5 players each.

Because the gym was half-sized, each team could only play 4 people per game.

4. The 3 teams would change every week and would be made up of players in the order in
which they made a free throw (a standing shot from 15 feet). | list the names of
teammates in sequence in my notebook. | still have some of my notebooks from the
early 90s.

5. Player #5 was not a substitute — he/she (yes, we have some good women players) was
merely player #5. Player #5 would sit out the first game and then the rotation would
start, with player #4 sitting for 1 game, then player #3 sitting for 1 game, and so on till
the rotation came back to player #5.

6. Each team would play 2 games in a row and then sit 1 game till the end of the session.

w

Mixing up the teams every week and not following the standard used on playgrounds
worldwide where winners stayed on the court gave everyone an opportunity to play and get
great exercise. Plus, it removed the incentive to win at any cost because everyone in the UPC
gym played the same amount of time whether they won or lost (and regardless of who they
played with in that session). In the early days, it took awhile to convince everyone of my way of
thinking — now it’s part of our culture.

We started slow, with players consisting of family members, co-workers, and their friends. In
the early years, word of mouth spread and friends of friends started coming. | practiced an
open house — good players who could run the court and who followed my rules were welcome.
| was 28 when | opened the gym and many of the players at that time played on their high
school teams (for example, McKinley, DeSales, Williamsville South, Sweet Home, Kensington,
Nichols, etc.) or were excellent playground talent known around the city and suburbs.

Craig Steger
March 2015



We played from 1982-1999, when | had to close the gym because of work commitments. |
quickly lost contact with most of the players and figured the program was behind me. One
lucky day in 2009, while waiting in a parking lot for Diane, one my favorite players from the old
days drove up and parked right next to me. We recognized each immediately and spent the
next hour catching up. | told him he was just being polite when he asked if | ever thought about
reopening the gym (after all, we had been closed for 10 years). He couldn’t have been more
emphatic when he told me that ‘everyone still talks about the games at UPC and that those
were some of the best times they’d ever had’. He told me if | could work out the details with
the church again, he would contact the guys from the old days who were still playing basketball.

So, after exactly 11 years, we started up the program again in 2010 and in November 2014, we
celebrated our 21% year. An amazing number of players | see every week have been playing
with me at UPC since the 80s and 90s. One player has been with me since 1982. We’re now an
informal Club — | want to see and play with my old friends every week but they’re welcome to
bring someone new if they give me advanced notice (I will not sideline an old friend for a
newcomer).

There’s no way of proving this, but | seriously doubt there are any other longer-lived basketball
programs in Buffalo and maybe anywhere else. In fact, I'm certain if we hadn’t closed in 1999
that we’d have celebrated 32 years of continuous operation in 2014.

Several players are now bringing their high school and college aged kids, so we’ve crossed
generations now. At age 60, I'm still the oldest in the gym and I’'m truly grateful for every
opportunity | have to still play such vigorous games twice per week (Saturday mornings from
9:00-12:00 and Tuesday nights from 7:00-10:00). When | told a long-time player/friend that
when | reach the point | don’t belong on the court anymore, someone needs to tell me, he told
me that “I’'m forgetting something — we’re getting older, too”. Nonetheless, that day will come
someday and | plan to keep the gym open just to see my friends play, hear the wonderful sound
of a bouncing basketball, practice my shooting, and support the church.

Using back of the envelope math, | figure I've opened the gym over 1,000 times (21 years x 48
weeks/year) and played at least 8,000 games here. Since nearly 200 different people have
played at UPC from 2010-2014, | estimate we had about 1,000 players in our 21 years. | can’t
guess how many thousands of miles I’'ve run in your wonderful 42 foot x 60 foot gym.

We are all grateful to Rev. Daub and the Session and members of University Presbyterian
Church for giving us a cool place to develop lifelong friendships and wonderful memories while
keeping our bodies strong. We're all very proud of what we built at UPC over these many
years. In many ways, this has been a form of ministry — people from all walks of life and from
all over Western New York who were brought together by the love of basketball.

Craig Steger
March 2015



The Movement That Changed The Nation -
Join Us for a Community-Wide Discussion of
“Selma”

Have you seen or will you see the movie, “Selma”™? Did you live
through this event? Do you remember the feeling in the country?
The fear, the disbelief, the hope? Or are you too young, only
learning about it in your history class?

The movie “Selma” is the story of how the movement led by Dr.
Martin Luther King Jr. prompted change that forever altered
history. It chronicles the tumultuous three-month period in 1965,
when the movement focused on a dangerous campaign to secure
equal voting rights in the face of violent opposition.

Please consider taking time out to see this powerful
movie. “Selma” is currently showing at Movieland 8 Theater, 200
Thruway Plaza Drive, Cheektowaga.

And then plan to join us to share your reactions with others in a
community-wide discussion at St. Joseph’s University Church,
Monday, May 4™ 7:00-8:30 pm. This event is sponsored by St.
Joseph’s VOICE Buffalo Team. St. Joseph’s University Church is
located at 3269 Main Street, Buffalo, next to UB campus. Parking
is available in the back of the church.

For more information, check with members of the Community
Committee: Marietta Bratton, Bonnie Dahl, Gladys Gifford, Janet
Mazzaroppi, and Elaine Swaine.



Session information

Beginning with this month’s edition of the Network we will feature the
minutes from the previous month’s Session meeting to keep our members
informed regarding the life and happenings of the church.

The Session
University Presbyterian Church
Minutes from the Stated Meeting of March 18, 2015

REQUIRED INFORMATION

1. The Session of University Presbyterian Church, met at the church, 3330 Main Street,
Buffalo, New York, on March 18, 2015 at 7:00 p.m. A quorum was present. Rev. Tracy
Daub, moderated and opened the meeting with a reflection on ‘something of beauty’ in
the day’s activities which was followed by prayer.

2. Present: Rev. Tracy Daub, Alexander Robertson, Barbara Lyons, Ginna Coon, Elaine
Swaine, James Smyton, Marietta Bratton, Dennis Erickson, Janet Mazzaroppi, Jerilyn
Hickey, Bonnie Dahl, Gladys Gifford
Excused: Lucinda Hickey

3. The minutes from the February 11, 2014 meeting were approved as written.

4, The next Session meeting will be April 15, 2015 at 7:00 pm.

5. A motion was made to adjourn at 9:15 pm. The meeting was closed with prayer by Elder
Elaine Swaine.

TREASURER'S REPORT:

No report. Elder, and Treasurer, James Smyton reviewed the Budget Performance noting that
the $-7275.00 entry for Item 654 — Per Capita Mission reflected a correction for the
overpayment made in January. As a consequence the net income total in the statement for
February was incorrect, however the net income figure for January through Feb 15 of
$-5,948.38 is accurate. That this reflects an overrun of $1905.38 to the budgeted year to date
total of $-4043.00 is due primarily to greater than budgeted fuel costs.

CLERK'S REPORT:

A brochure for Presbytery Day 2015 titled Engage was circulated to Session members.

MODERATOR’S REPORT:

Rev. Daub reviewed the Pastor’s Report for the period 2/11/15 through 3/17/15.



DEACON'S REPORT:

Minutes from the February and March 2015 meetings were reviewed. There were no Session
actions.

PLENARY

Review of UPC ministries — Session members were reminded once again of the goal to have a
plan in place by May of 2015 which addresses church structure and ministries. Session is
chartered to evaluate structure, ministries and how we function as a church. Existing
committee structure is weak with limited personnel and financial resources. Accordingly,

- Elder Ginna Coon is continuing her review of the church directory with the objective of
preparing a list of church members who might be willing to participate in the various
ministries.

- There will be an examination of the Book of Order to determine the requirements for
boards and committees.

- Elders spent time discussing the UPC Activities and Programs list from a number of
perspectives, e.g. those requiring high or low levels of commitment/maintenance, which
could be eliminated, combined, allowed to end, etc. but continue to struggle with the
process. The activity will continue at future meetings.

COMMITTEES AND ORGANIZATIONS

Feasibility Team — no report. Rev. Daub reported that she had hosted a visit by Presbyterian
Senior Care which is looking for offices to accommodate five staff people. There was no
indication of level of interest or discussion of rental cost — a possible location was the offices
adjacent to the Holzwarth Room.

UPC’s application for inclusion in the National Registry of Historic places made significant
progress — see New Business below.

The developer, Chris Montante, continues to examine options for use of the building.
Fellowship —no report.
Food Pantry —report, no Session actions.

Ministry to Community — report. Elder Gladys Gifford reported that a donation of $100.00 had
been made to University Heights Collaborative and that there is a planning meeting for the
Tyler Street Community Garden which is part of the Collaborative’s activities.

Elder Gladys Gifford also informed Session that there will be a discussion of the movie Selma
which will be held at St. Joseph’s University Church, Monday May 4™ 7:00-8:30 pm. Session

members were encouraged, in preparation, to see the film “Selma”. It is currently showing at
Movieland 8 Theater, 200 Thruway Plaza Drive, Cheektowaga.

New Beginnings —no report.



Personnel — a motion was made and passed to accept and institute the revised part-time job
description for Custodian and Building Caretaker. This job description is applicable to the
present church custodian (Matthew Arusso) whose employment status has changed as of
March 1 to part-time. As described in the job description, Mr. Arusso will focus principally on
maintenance activities and a cleaning company (Ooops Cleaning of Grand Island) has been
retained to service the building. Ooops started work in early March and results have been
extremely positive. There will be a review of the effectiveness of the change in approximately
three months.

Presbyterian Women — no report.

Property —no report.

Stewardship/Endowment —4™ guarter report, no Session actions.

University Students Ministry - no report.

Worship and Education —no report.

Nominating —no report.

OLD BUSINESS

Community Soup — Rev. Daub reported that there is an applicant and that the event will take place
on March 29, the evening of Palm Sunday. Elders were encouraged to attend and several offered to

help with refreshments.

NEW BUSINESS

Holy Week Services — Rev. Daub addressed and explained the decision to cancel the traditional
Maundy Thursday service and to revise the Taizé service scheduled for the following (Good) Friday.
This is a unique case where the services would have taken place on successive days and the decision
was made by Rev. Daub in consultation with the organist John Nowak in order to avoid back-to-back
evening services. Discussion related to the decision making process (which occurred after the
February Session meeting), if it might have been more appropriate to cancel the Taizé service
(several Session members like the Maundy Thursday service), etc. Rev. Daub explained that the
Palm Sunday and Taizé services had been reworked to be different and meaningful with the
elements of Maundy Thursday included, i.e. adding, not taking away. Rev. Daub also indicated
that there needs to be a functioning Worship Committee having five members. Accordingly, Elders
Bonnie Dahl, Gladys Gifford and Ginna Coon agreed to serve on the newly formed Worship
Committee. As the Maundy Thursday service was announced in the Network, an email will be sent
to all members informing them of the change — this in addition to the announcements made during
Sunday worship.

Communion — since Easter falls on the first Sunday of the month, the service will include
communion. A motion was passed that communion for this service will be by intinction.



Membership Rolls —a list of non-active members was reviewed. This action is required by the Book
of Order, i.e. if a member has been inactive for more than two years there should be a conversation,
but it is also appropriate in terms of whether these members wish to continue being part of the life
and ministry of the church. Elders volunteered to contact people on the list and results will be
discussed at the April Session meeting.

UPC’ s application for i ncl usi @&d+Eldenlandt Mazardpai
explained that on 3/2/2015, UPC received a Favorable Determination of Eligibility for inclusion in
the National Register from the NYS Office of Historic Preservation. This is a major achievement, the
next step being submission of a formal Nomination for inclusion to the NYS office for review which,
if acceptable, is followed by a further review by the National Parks Service. Since the State Office
strongly recommends that a consultant be retained to prepare the nomination submission,
proposals had been obtained from two companies — kta Preservation Specialists and Preservation
Studios LLC. The proposals were discussed and the following motion passed: that UPC engage kta
Preservation Specialists to prepare and submit a National Register Nomination for UPC in
accordance with the proposal from kta dated 3/16/2015 in the amount of $4,620.00; further that
the activity is to be paid for by the Oughterson Fund. While both proposals were acceptable, kta had
the more favorable schedule and was the lowest cost.

It is noted that this is part of the Feasibility Team’s activity to repurpose UPC’s building. Inclusion on
the National and State Historic Register is important for a number of reasons: a) honorific

recognition, b) tax credits in the event of a reuse project and c) eligibility for grants which provide
money to help maintain and restore historic religious buildings.

Respectfully submitted,

Alexander Robertson,
Clerk of Session.
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Discover Duffield

Save the date: Sat., May 16, 2015 2:00-10:00
Come join us at camp for a day full of free fun!
Relive old memories, see what changes are planned, and enjoy the fun activities!
Free dinner, live bands, and loads of fun in God's glorious playground!!

Camp Duffield is now accepting registrations for the summer program.

July 5-11  Challenge Camp for Developmentally Disabled Adults

July 12-18  First Timers Camp (Chipmunks) 1% & 2" graders spend a half week at
camp experiencing it all but they need to bring a parent to experience it
with them!.

July 12-18 Music/Science Camp (3rd-8th graders)

July 19-24  Night Owls (9th-12th graders)

Aug. 9-15 Single Parent and Blended Family Camp

We are looking for campers as well as counselors.
* There are some scholarships available if needed.
See or call Pat Cookfair-Casseri for more information 440-9833
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Friday 3"

Sunday 5"

Monday 6"
Tuesday 7™
Rm.

Thursday 9™

Saturday, 11"

Sunday 12"

Monday 13"
Tuesday 14™
Wednesday 15™
Rm.

Thursday 16™

Sunday 19"

Tuesday 21°

THE NETWORK CALENDAR

April 2015
5:30 pm - 6:15 pm Good Friday Taizé Service
Resurrection of the Lord/Easter Sunday
8:00 am Worship Service with Communion
9:00 am — 10:30 am Easter Brunch — Holzwarth Room
11:00 am Worship Service with Communion

Happy Easter to all our members and friends.

The Church Office will be closed for the Easter Holiday.

12 -4 pm Food Pantry

Bible Study w/Rev. Stu Buisch - Holzwarth

12 -4 pm Food Pantry
7:30 pm Choir Practice
10:00 am Breakfast Group Mtg. —Family Tree

Restaurant — Welcome

2"% Sunday of Easter

9:00 am Worship Service
9:30 am Deacon’s Meeting
10:00 am Adult & Youth Sunday Education
11:00 am Worship Service
12:00 pm Presbyterian Women’s Meeting
12 -4 pm Food Pantry
5:00 pm Bible Study w/Rev. Stu Buisch — Holzwarth
7:00 pm Session Meeting in the Holzwarth Room.
12 -4 pm Food Pantry
7:30 pm Choir Practice

3" Sunday of Easter

9:00 am Worship Service
10:00 am Adult & Youth Sunday Education
11:00 am Worship Service

12 -4 pm Food Pantry



Wednesday 22™ 5:00 pm Bible Study w/Rev. Stu Buisch — Holzwarth
Rm.

Thursday 23" 12-4pm Food Pantry
Sunday 26" 4™ sunday of Easter
9:00 am Worship Service
10:00 am Adult & Youth Sunday Education
11:00 am Worship Service
Tuesday 28™ 12 — 4 pm Food Pantry
Thursday 30™ 12 -4 pm Food Pantry
7:30 pm Choir Practice

Preview of first week in May

Friday 1% 5:30 pm Taizé Service
Saturday 2" 10:00 am Breakfast Group Meeting @ Family Tree
Restaurant — Welcome
Sunday 3" 5" Sunday of Easter
9:00 am Worship Service w/Communion

10:00 am Adult & Youth Sunday Education

11:00 am Worship Service w/Communion
Monday 4™ 7-8:30 pm Community-wide Discussion of “Selma”

At St. Joseph’s University Church.
Pl ease see the articl eforaddittomal isfornmadiont h6s Net wor k
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