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Love

Message from our Pastor

Because of Valentine’s Day, February is associated in our minds with the idea of love.
This is an idea we Christians can get behind, since love is the basis for the Christian faith.
We rejoice in God’s love and then strive to live that love out in our lives.

The Apostle Paul elevated the notion of love to supreme importance when he wrote
his famous hymn to love in 1 Corinthians 13: “If | speak in the tongues of mortals and of
angels, but do not have love, | am a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal.” He concludes this
ode to love by stating, “And now faith, hope, and love abide, these three; and the greatest of
these is love.”

The ancient Greeks understood that love was multi-faceted and thus they had three
names for three different kinds of love: philia, for brotherly, sisterly, love—the kind of love we
have for our family members and dear friends; eros, a romantic love; and agape. We can all
get behind the idea of loving others when it is directed at people for whom we have warm
emotions and strong ties. Such love incorporates the first two: philia and eros. Agape,
however, is a more complex kind of love. The Apostle Paul tries to describe it in 1
Corinthians 13. It might be easiest to say that agape is God'’s kind of love: patient,
steadfast, forgiving, enduring. It is Jesus’ kind of love: humble but strong, giving,
courageous. Agape does not depend upon emotions. Thus, we don’t have to know the
other person or even like the other person to extend agape to them.

This Valentine’s Day, | invite us all to take up the challenge to extend agape to
someone. Offer love to someone you don’t know. Offer love to someone you don't like.
The methods and means we might use to offer this love are countless, but the love comes
from the same source. God is love.

Shalom,

Tracy




Worship Column ~ February 2019

Sunday, February 3, 2019

4th Sunday after Epiphany
Jer. 1:4-10; Ps. 71:1-6;
1Cor. 13:1-13; Luke 4:21-30

Sunday, February 10, 2019
5th Sunday after Epiphany
Isa. 6:1-8 (9-13); Ps., 138;

1 Cor. 15:1-11; Luke 5:1-11

Sunday, February 17, 2019

6th Sunday after Epiphany

Jer. 17:5-10; Ps. 1; 1 Cor. 15:12-20;
Luke 6:17-26

Sunday, February 24, 2019

7th Sunday after Epiphany

Gen 45:3-11, 15; Ps. 37:1-11, 39-40;

1 Cor. 15:35-38, 42-50; Luke 6:L27-38
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Birthday

Connie Michael
Andrew Safulko
Linda Moorhouse
Jim Smyton

Sue Castle
Grace Agbemenu
Barbara Lyons

John Schimminger
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February 3

February 5

February 7

February 9

February 10

February 12
February 13

February 14

February 17

February 18

February 19

February 20

February 2019 Calendar

Friday
Sunday

Tuesday

Thursday

Saturday

Sunday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

5:30 pm

9:00 am

10:00 am
11:00 am
12:00 pm

12:00 pm

12:00 pm
7:30 pm

2:00 pm

9:00 am
9:30 am
10:00 am
11:00 am
12:00 pm
3:00 pm

12:00 pm

10:00 am

12:00 pm
7:30 pm

9:00 am
10:00 am
11:00 am
12:00 pm

Presidents’ Day Church Office Closed

12:00 pm
7:00 pm

Wednesday 7:00 pm

Taize Service

Worship Service
Education Hour
Worship Service
Congregational Meeting

Food Pantry

Food Pantry
Choir

Camp Duffield Meeting

Worship Service

Deacon’s Meeting

Education Hour

Worship Service

Coffee Hour & February Birthday Celebration
Racial Justice Task Group Book Event at
North Presbyterian

Food Pantry
University Students Planning Meeting

Food Pantry
Choir

Worship Service
Education Hour
Worship Service
Coffee Hour—Take Out Chili Sale

Food Pantry
Racial Justice Task Group Meeting
at North Presbyterian

Session




February Calendar Continuedé

February 21 Thursday 12:00 pm Food Pantry
7:30 pm Choir

February 24 Sunday 9:00 am Worship Service
10:00 am Education Hour
11:00 am Worship Service
12:00 pm Italian Potluck Luncheon

February 26 Tuesday 12:00 pm Food Pantry

February 28 Thursday 12:00 pm Food Pantry
7:30 pm Choir
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Racial Justice Task Group: Book Discussion

The Racial Justice Task Group of University and North Presbyterian Churches in-
vites you to read  Just Mercy , by Bryan Stevenson. Stevenson is the executive
director of the Equal Justice Initiative in Montgomery, Alabama, and a professor

of law at New York University Law School. He has won relief for dozens of con-
demned prisoners, argued five times before the Supreme Court, and won na-
tional acclaim for his work challenging bias against the poor and people of color.

He has received numerous awards, i ncludin
Grant . New York Times writer Ni chol as Kr i
del a. o

Just Mercy was a New York Times bestseller and is the powerful true story about
the potential for mercy to redeem us, and a clarion call to fix our broken system
of justice.

A discussion of this book will be held at North Presbyterian Church on Sunday,
February 10, from 3 -4:30 (300 North Forest Rd., Williamsville). The book can
be acquired online, at bookstores, or at local libraries. We hope you will join us!
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CALL TO ANNUAL MEETING

The annual meeting of the Congregation and Corporation of
University Presbyterian Church is Sunday, February 3, 2019
following the 11:00 am worship service. The purpose of the
meeting is for the election of new
reception of committee reports and the church budget for 2019.

February Adult Education

10: 00 am in the AnCoffee Houro R

February 3, 10, and 17: Al ntroduction t @ TrachRaubPr ophet

Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, Micah, Amos are just some of the prophets whose

writings occupy a major part of the Old Testament and whose teachings have
significant bearing upon our theology and our relationships with others. Tracy
will lead us in a three week series in exploring the Old Testament prophets.

m Italian Themed Pot Luck Lunch

/ Sunday, February 24, 2019
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Cel ebrate Valentinebs Day wi gl

an Italian themed potluck lunch after the 11:00 am

worship service. Just think of all the great foods you

could bring: spaghetti, lasagna, ravioli, sausage,
meatballs, green salad and garlic bread. Hungry yet?

Feel free to bring whatever you like but be sure to bring yourselfl  Oh, and
dondét forget the desserts: cannol i,
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University Students and Friends

Join us in the choir room, from 12:15 0 12:45 pm on February 3 and 17th as we
continueourmini -Bi bl e study, AGoddos Promi se: I
Gifford and Sheena Rathman. Everyone is welcome.

Alternative Christmas Gift Results

Thanks to all who contributed this holiday season to the Alternative Gift Giving

opportunity. Our congregation raised $1620 for mission needs in Puerto Rico in

the aftermath of the hurricanes. Our funds will assist the Presbyterian Church in

Lares in a number of areas: repairing homes of two women in the community,

renovating a kitchen so the congregation can carry out a ministry of feeding the

community, purchasing essential items for families in need. Your Christmas gifts

wi || make a real di fference in peopl edbs |
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raluélllons ./ The National Federation for Just
o / Communities of WNY, Inc.

2019 Community Leader Awards
Honoree o Stan Bratton!

on

Dr. Stan Bratton (also known here at UPC
for his outstanding interfaith work in the WNY community through the Network
of Religious Communities.

The Community Leaders Awards recognize individuals/organization in WNY who
have made significant contributions to this region through their involvement in
volunteer activities and/or their special achievements in specific areas of
community and professional life. These individuals/organizations exemplify the
NFJC core mission of promoting goodwill, understanding, respect and trust.




Take Out Chili Sale
The Youth Group is sponsoring a mission fundraiser for Puerto Rico! Containers
of chili will be available for $5 per container after the service on Sunday,

February 17é. . mark your <calendar s.

Storm Warnings - Winter Closings

o o
Remember to check the your local television S

broadcasts for weather closings. i e —

= Kensington Bailey Our Neighborhood,

Our Stories: Past, Present and Future

Developed during the early ®@entury, the Kensington Bailey neighborhood has a history rich |n

architecture, local businesses, schools, churches, and most importantly, people. For it is the pe

who truly make a place and add to the diverse backgrounds, talents and culture of this great

The Kensington Bailey Historical Committee has been hard at work preserving that history a

(
sity. The committee is seeking residents, both past and present, who are interested in shariI:I)j tl

personal stories and memories about their time spent in Kensington Bailey area.

If you currently live or have ever lived, worked, or visited Kensington Bailey, we want to hear

ol
you! We are looking to record oral histories and stories from individuals and are also interest{d
photos and documents relating to the neighborhood, all of which will be preserved for genera

come.

Share your story by contacting the University District Council Office at (716585% or
dcorley@citybuffalo.com
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AT UNIVERSITY PRESBYTERIA‘\T CHURCH

Too many of us lead hectic lives.

Our communities are filled with violence and suffering

Our personal pain and struggles can overwhe

How do we respond? How can we cope?

University Presbyterian Church welcomes Christians from all traditions to
unite in a special contemplative worship experience as we seek spiritual
strength for the living of our days. Based on the style of worship practiced in
the Taizé Christian community in France, these services offered on the First Fri-
day of each month provide an oasis at the end of the week for all who are
weary, troubled, or rushed. Special music from guest musicians, meditative
songs, prayers, candles, and scripture readings allow each of us to find a quiet
place of prayer and spiritual centering.

Please join us onFriday, February 1st, from 5:30 to 6:00 PM.

A Taizé Service of Prayer, Music, and Meditation

www.upcbuffalo.org

(The Taized Service in March i s
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